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The Civic Federation's January 2018 Membership Meeting will be held at 7:30 pm on
January 2, 2018 in the Arlington County Board Room at 2100 Clarendon Boulevard
following the Board's traditional New Year’s Day organizational meeting at 6 pm,
which we encourage delegates and alternates to attend.

Please join us at 7:00 pm to enjoy light refreshments and chat with County Board
Members and colleagues from the Federation in the foyer of the County Board
Room.

. Important Notice
From the President’s Desk....

There is a change of Venue for the
January 2, 2018 Membership Meeting

The Civic Federation’s January 2018
Membership Meeting will be held at 7:30 in
the Arlington County Board Room at 2100
Clarendon Boulevard. Information on
parking at Courthouse Plaza and its vicinity
can be found on page 13 of this newsletter.

Dear Delegates, Alternates, and Presidents of Member Organizations,

A fundamental purpose of the Civic Federation is to serve as a civic voice for
Arlingtonians — hence the name of our newsletter, The Civic Voice.

At the initiative of Suzanne Sundberg, the Civic Federation passed the Consent -
Agenda Resolution in March expressing the Federation’s concern with procedural Meeting Agenda
changes adopted by the County Board in January 2017 that made it more difficult
for the public to remove items from the Consent Agenda and therefore leaving the
public with less opportunity to comment on them, especially items that were posted || 7:40 Arlington County Board

less than 72 hours before a Board meeting. 8:50 Old Business

e Vote on Awards Committee Nominees
During the summer we were invited by County Board Members Libby Garvey and 8:55 New Business

Christian Dorsey to discuss possible changes to their procedures for how the public || 9.0g ad journ

could remove items from the Consent Agenda, especially those posted at the last
minute, so that the public had an opportunity to comment.

7:30 Call to Order and Announcements

We recently received an email from Libby Garvey of the County Board which lists Contents
procedural changes* .she has proposed for the Public Comment P@rlod apd the President's Message............vovrorrso. 1234
Consent Agenda, which we hope the full County Board will consider at its January I
: R . . : Banquet Announcement.......cccoevevveevvecinennnnn. 5

2018 meeting. Ms. Garvey’s email says in part: ) .

Executive Committee Report................... 6,7,8
“Thanks again for meeting with me to discuss our Board speaking Of'ﬁcers' and Exef:utive Committee................ 3
procedures... You will see one change that we discussed: residents may Upcoming Meetings.........couvveviieiininencniencns 9
pull any consent item if information for it has not been posted 72 hours Treasurer's Report.........evvieniiie i, 9
before the meeting. I did not want to go back to the system where anyone || Committee Chairs .......ocoveveereveerervesiseeenns 10
can pull any consent item. I believe the 72 hours posting gets at the main Forthcoming Resolutions..........ccccveevuveeunne. 11
concerns people with Civ Fed had, although T know it is not totally what ANNOUNCEMENTS ...oevveireereirerer e 12
you wanted. Parking at 2100 Clarendon Blvd................. 13

I hope you are all enjoying the holiday season and look forward to starting
the new year with you on January 2" Libby”

* A complete version of the procedural changes proposed by Ms. Garvey can be found in the appendix to this letter.


https://www.facebook.com/ArlCivFed/
http://www.civfed.org/newContent/2017-03/Resolution%20Arlington%20County%20Board%20Consent%20Agenda%20Items%20Process%20as%20Nonpublic%202017-03%20PASSED.pdf
http://www.civfed.org/newContent/2017-03/Resolution%20Arlington%20County%20Board%20Consent%20Agenda%20Items%20Process%20as%20Nonpublic%202017-03%20PASSED.pdf
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This illustrates in a positive way how the Civic Federation speaking for the citizens of Arlington can have
an impact. This would not be possible without the support and collaboration of all delegates, alternates, and
presidents of our member organizations.

December Meeting

Our December meeting was very successful with a conversational format for the participation of Mark
Schwartz, County Manager, and Dr. Pat Murphy, School Superintendent. Many thanks to Scott Pedowitz,
President of the Clarendon-Court House Civic Association and Chair of the Committee of 100 for
moderating this portion of the program, especially for his skill in keeping the “conversation” flowing.

There were several “firsts” associated with the meeting — It was the first time we livestreamed a ACCF
event (thanks to the collaboration of Duane Lomis of APS); it was the first time high school students
participated in our program by asking questions (thanks to Executive Committee member Anya Gan who
coordinated their appearance with APS), and, at the suggestion of several, the first time we used a roaming
mic during the Q&A segment.

It was heartwarming to see the students participate in our meeting. It was a small step toward diversifying
our age demographic. And it is a reminder to all of us of the need to bring out our delegates and alternates to
the meetings.

We concluded the evening with a high-powered panel that discussed two resolutions that originated in
CivFed’s Legislative Committee. The first dealt with criminal justice. In it the Federation recommended the
following state legislative changes be made:

Raise the minimum threshold for felony larceny and all theft related felony offenses to $1000.
Revise subsection C of Virginia Code § 18.2-415 (Disorderly Conduct, which is punishable by up to 1
vear in jail and/or up to a $2500 fine) (FN19), as marked below:

C. Willfully or while intoxicated, whether willfully or not, and whether such intoxication results
from self-administered alcohol or other drug of whatever nature, disrupts the operation of
any school or any activity conducted or sponsored by any school, if the disruption )

: : : vof it} has a direct
tendency to cause acts of violence by the person or persons at whom, individually, the
disruption is directed.

Provide a legal means for individuals charged with offenses when under 18 years of age to expunge
their records once they reach majority age.

The second resolution addressed Virginia Grounds for Driver’s License Suspension, which CivFed
recommended the following state legislative changes be made:

Repeal all provisions of state law that suspend or revoke a driver’s license that have no relationship
to driving offenses or competency to drive an automobile.

Many thanks to Juliet Hiznay for her work in bringing this panel and these resolutions together.
I suggest viewing the livestream video of the meeting (go to Recent Meeting on our website http://

www.civfed.org/ and click on “video footage is available here.” The resolutions can be viewed on the
Recent Meeting section of our webpage.

January Meeting

The January meeting will be on January 2 at 7:30PM at the County Board room at 2100 Clarendon Blvd, 3™
floor. The CivFed check-in table will be set up in room 311 just across the foyer from County Board room.
The format of our meeting will be an informal conversation with the County Board in their Board Room.
Note — For January only, we will NOT meet at the Virginia Hospital Center.


http://www.civfed.org/
http://www.civfed.org/
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Our meeting will follow the County Board’s New Year’s Day organizational meeting at 6 PM which I
encourage delegates and alternates to also attend.

Between 7 — 7:30 the County Board will host a reception in the lobby that will provide an excellent
opportunity to visit informally with county officials.

February Meeting

In February we have scheduled a discussion concerning redistricting and the need to eliminate
gerrymandering. This should be a fascinating session to include participation by OneVirginia2021, on a
panel discussing the issues and challenges that are involved in redistricting. This will be followed by a
vote on the Fair Redistricting Resolution presented in October by the Legislative Committee.

ACCF Annual Banquet — May 4, 2018

Don’t forget to “Save the Date” May 4™, 2018 for our Annual Banquet to discuss “Arlington Growth
Express — on track or off the rails.” In the coming months we will roll out more details concerning the
banquet, including incentives to register early and received a reduced price. For more information on our
speakers see page 5 of this newsletter.

All-Star Member Organizations

We want to compliment our All-Star member organizations for the month of December. These are
organizations that had two or more delegates and/or alternates attend our December meeting. They
include:

American Association of University Women

Arlington Education Association

Arlington Heights Civic Association

Bluemont Civic Association

Boulevard Manor Civic Association

Columbia Heights Civic Association

Friends of Arlington Parks

Glencarlyn Citizens Association

Highland Park-Overlee Knolls Civic Association

Maywood Community Association

North Rosslyn Civic Association

Williamsburg Civic Association

I close this letter by again challenging Presidents of member organizations to encourage your delegates
and alternates to come to our meetings, and report back what transpired.

I wish everyone a very Happy New Year, and I hope to see you at our meeting at the County Board room
on January 2™ as we begin our 103" year.

Best,

Duke Banks
ACCEF President


https://www.onevirginia2021.org/
http://files.constantcontact.com/9b2b0a78501/0829ea16-ed4d-405d-b8cd-d21682d09ad9.pdf?ver=1513860189000
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Appendix

Proposed procedural changes for the Public Comment Period and the Consent Agenda made by County
Board member Libby Garvey are underlined in the material below.

A. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

The purpose of the Public Comment period is to alert the Board to topics not on an agenda;
comments should not include topics which have been the subject of recent public hearing, or topics which
have been scheduled by the Board for public hearings.
The public comment period is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. at Regular Saturday meetings.

Speakers are limited to two (2) minutes.

Only one speaker will be heard on each topic, but opposing views on the same topic will be considered
two different topics.

C. CONSENT AGENDA

2. The County Board, at the request of a member of the public, will remove any public hearing item
from the proposed.  The County Board, at the request of a member of the public, will remove any public
hearing item from the proposed Consent Agenda. Removal of an item from the proposed Consent Agenda
at Regular Meetings will result in those items being automatically carried-over for a full hearing at the
associated prescheduled Recessed Sessions as the first items to be heard no earlier than 6:30 p.m. Those
items not removed from the Consent Agenda at Regular Meetings will be acted upon by a single vote of
the Board at that Regular Meeting. The carry-over of removed items to Recessed Sessions allows
additional time for issues to be addressed before final consideration and action by the Board. In addition,
only the County Board may request removal of any non-public hearing item from the Consent Agenda.
However, any non-public hearing items may also be requested to be removed by a resident if the
information on the item was not been posted at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting. The items
removed by a resident will also be heard by the County Board at the recessed meeting at 6:30 p.m.

2. TESTIMONY ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

b. The Clerk will carry-over speaker slips submitted at Regular Meetings to the next prescheduled
Recessed Session and will call speakers, grouped by item, in the order of the item and in the order in which
the slips are received. Speakers will be heard in a group before the Board begins discussion on each item.
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SAVE THE DATE - FRIDAY EVENING, MAY 4, 2018
Our Annual Civic Federation Banquet
at the Holiday Inn, Rosslyn
Arlington's Growth Express - Still on track...or off the rails?

A discussion on Arlington’s challenge as it transitions from a suburban environment towards a mixed urban
-suburban community trying to accommodate an additional 63,000 people by 2040 when the estimated
population is projected to be 283,000.

We are privileged to announce that our speakers for the evening will be:

Alan Ehrenhalt — Former Executive Editor, Governing Magazine, premier
publication for State and Local Officials. Nationally recognized journalist on state
and local government issues who brings a broad perspective of changes and
challenges that American cities and towns are experiencing on how to
accommodate growth. He has been a frequent contributor to The New York Times
Book Review and op-ed page, the Washington Post Book World, New Republic
and The Wall Street Journal. He is the author of four books: The United States of
Ambition, The Lost City, Democracy in the Mirror, and The Great Inversion. Alan
has an undergraduate degree from Brandeis University and holds an MS in
journalism from Columbia. He is a long-time Arlingtonian resident living in Lyon

Village.

Alan will talk about the challenges communities face as an inner suburb to a major city providing
perspective of what he has seen in other jurisdictions given his over 30 years of experience observing local
jurisdictions nationwide.

Peter Rousselot — He currently writes a weekly opinion column, "Peter's
Take", for the Arlington news blog, ARLnow.com where several of his
columns have addressed the challenges Arlington faces concerning its
growth. Peter has been active in Arlington civic life since he and his family
a %\ ' moved to Arlington in 1997. Among other positions, he has served as Chair
e
”

of the Fiscal Affairs Advisory Commission, Co-Chair of the Advisory
Council on Instruction, Chair of the Arlington County Democratic
Committee, and member of the Central Committee of the Democratic Party
of Virginia. For 28 years prior to his retirement, Peter was associated with
the Washington, DC law firm now known as Hogan Lovells, where he
specialized in railroad mergers, acquisitions, and valuations, was an equity
partner, and a member of the firm’s Executive Committee. Peter has an
undergraduate degree from Yale, and a JD degree from Harvard.

Peter will follow Alan offering observations concerning specific challenges facing Arlington County based
on his experience observing the Arlington scene.

These presentations are the entrée to a lively, thought-provoking conversation during our Q&A segment
concerning Arlington’s planned growth — is it on track or off the rails?

Volunteers Needed for the 2018 Banquet

The Civic Federation’s 2018 Annual Banquet Committee needs volunteers to help soliciting donations,
sponsorships and advertising to help cover the cost of the 2018 Banquet. Please contact Banquet
Committee Chair Jessse Boeding.



mailto:Jesse@CivFed.org?subject=Banquet%20Volunteer
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December 10, 2017 Executive Committee Meeting Report

Reports from Officers

President’s Report: Incorporation and Bylaws: Federation President Duke Banks reviewed ExCom
and CivFed’s considerations of incorporation and new laws to date. Duke encouraged ExCom members
to report recommendations to the membership on incorporation and new bylaws that were supported by a
supermajority of ExCom members. Membership Meetings: Duke provided an update on programming for
Membership Meetings through June 2018. January Meeting: Duke reported that the format of the
Federation’s January 2018 Membership Meeting featuring the County Board at 7:30 pm on January 2 in
the County Board Room was set except for a few logistical details on which he was working. Duke said
County Board members would each have three minutes for introductory comments followed by 40
minutes or more of Q&A. Duke said that the Environmental Resolution was not ready. Duke said
CivFed’s March 11th meeting would be the next opportunity to schedule the Environmental Resolution.
Presentations on the Edison Street Property Site Plan and a proposed pedestrian bridge connecting Crystal
City and Reagan National Airport were suggested as substitutes February Meeting: Duke said that Ron
Haddox has a commitment from Bryan Cannon of OneVirginia2021 to participate in the panel discussion
of the Legislative Committee’s resolution on Redistricting. Matt is trying to find someone who has a
contrarian viewpoint on redistricting to take part in the panel discussion of the Redistricting Resolution.

The current prospective agendas for upcoming Federation Membership Meetings are listed below:

January 2, 2018 General Meeting (tentative):
7:30 Regular Business
7:40 Arlington County Board
8:50 Old Business
Vote on Awards Committee Nominees
8:55 New Business
9:00 Adjourn

February 6 General Meeting (tentative):

7:00 Regular Business

7:10 OneVirginia20121 Presentation on Redistricting
8:00 Redistricting Resolution, Panel Discussion and Vote
8:30 Update on Incorporation and New Bylaws

8:50 Old Business

8:55 New Business

9:00 Adjourn

March 7 General Meeting (tentative):
School Board

April 4 General Meeting (tentative):
Nominating Committee

May 2 General Meeting (tentative):
TBD

June 6 General Meeting (tentative):
Legislative Panel
Election of Officers and Executive Committee members
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December 10, 2017 Executive Committee Meeting Report -continued

Secretary: The minutes of the November 19, 2017 ExCom Meeting were approved without objection.
Dennis Gerrity reported that fifty-two delegates/alternates representing thirty-eight organizations attended
the December 5th meeting. Twelve organizations had two or more representatives at the December
meeting and qualified for Federation President Duke Banks’ All-Star list.

Treasurer: Treasurer Sarah Shortall said she would transfer funds from CivFed’s savings account to its
checking account to pay a bill for $610 she had received from CivFed’s law firm, Bean Kinney & Korn.
ExCom members asked why the $19,227.69 in CivFed’s savings account was earning only $0.50 a month
when most banks are paying 30 to 40 times as much? ExCom reminded Ms. Shortall that the Treasurer
was responsible for getting a competitive rate of return on Federation money deposited in banks. Ms.
Shortall said nine member organizations had not paid their 2017-2018 membership fee. She and Dennis
agreed to share efforts to get them to settle their arrears.

Reports from Committees

Banquet Committee: Duke reported that Jesse Boeding, Chair of the Banquet Committee, would attend
the January ExCom Meeting. Duke briefly reviewed a report from Jesse on last year’s banquet and her
projections for this year’s event. The big unknown for the 2018 banquet is how much will come in from
donations and sponsorships. According to Jesse’s numbers, donations of at least $1,240 would be needed
for the Banquet to break even in 2018.

Incorporation and By-laws Subcommittee: Matt Wavro, chair of the Incorporation and By-laws
Subcommittee (IBC), said he was trying to get the IBC organized to write a one-page summary of why
ExCom was considering incorporation and new bylaws and what the modernization process would look
like. This summary would include a list of the pros and cons for incorporation and new bylaws. Matt said
he was going to try to use a Doodle Poll to schedule IBC meetings in the Arlington County Central
Library. Matt said the first IBC meeting would not occur until sometime after January 1. Dennis, citing
CivFed’s bylaws, recommended that the IBC Chair select IBC members, and that Matt look for current
and past members of CivFed’s Bylaws Committee and delegates and alternates who were experienced
parliamentarians to serve as IBC members. Terri, Duke, and Sarah said CivFed did not follow its bylaws
on committee membership and operated on a precedent that allowed anyone who wanted to serve on a
committee to do so.

Community Relations Committee: Nicole Merlene, Chair of the Community Relations Committee,
made recommendation for actions CivFed could take to recruit new member organizations, encourage
member organizions to fill all their delegates and alternates slots, and increase the number of current
delegates and alternates that attend meetings. Nicole provided ExCom with a template recruiting letter that
could be sent to civic-minded organizations based in Arlington that were not members of CivFed and a list
of these organizations. ExCom members were asked to review Nicole’s template recruiting letter and get
their suggestions for improvements to Dennis by January 1%. Dennis agreed to distribute Nicole’s
recruiting letter to her list of candidate organizations in early January. Nicole recommended that a
template email encouraging participation be sent to existing delegates and alternates who had not attended
any of the last four membership meeting. Duke and other chimed in with suggestions to get member
organizations to fill their slots for delegates and alternates. Nicole said many people are unware of CivFed
and what it does and the same held true for other organizations that are focused on community
engagement. She recommended that CivFed reach out to other community organizations, service groups,
even political parties that are interested in building their membership about participating in “Community
Organizations Fairs” that would give them an opportunity to make a pitch to individuals interested in
getting involved in Arlington’s civic affairs. Duke said that CivFed needed new blood, but there had to be
open slots for delegates and alternates slots for new blood to participate.
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December 10, 2017 Executive Committee Meeting Report -continued

Old Business
Publicizing CivFed: ExCom discussed ways to get information about CivFed on ARLnow.com.

Announcement Policy: Dennis explained how he prioritized announcements that appeared in the Civic
Voice Announcements Page. Those dealing with CivFed business had priority. Next were
announcements from member organizions that were directed toward a county-wide audience. Then
came announcements on Arlington County Government activities of general interest to its citizens.
Announcements by non-governmental organizations that were not affiliated with CivFed might be
included on a space-available basis. Dennis said he would refer controversial announcement to Duke
and Terri. Dennis said he would send an invitation to the presidents of member organizations to submit
announcements of county-wide interest for inclusion in the Civic Voice’s announcement page on a
space available basis.

Increasing Attendance Membership Meetings: ExCom discussed ways to increase attendance at
membership meetings These included doing a better job of publicizing meetings; changing the order of
business, i.e. considering resolutions before informational programming; programming more
provocative topics; broadening CivFed’s advocacy; scheduling different dates for meetings; start
planning programs in July and August when a newly elected ExCom takes over managing CivFed;
allowing more time for questions; allowing the public to ask questions; creating an associate
membership category; encouraging member organizations to fill all of their slots for delegates and
alternates.

Awards Committee: ExCom approved Terri’s recommendation that Erika Waxbom replace Michael
Beer as an Awards Committee nominee. She said Michael Beer had volunteered to serve only if no one
else was willing to volunteer their time.

Disclaimer: After discussion, Terri moved that the disclaimer for the announcement page of the Civic
Voice read as follows: “Disclaimer: The Arlington Civic Federation does not endorse and is not
responsible for content, opinion or information contained in any announcements or linked websites.”
Her motion was seconded and approved without exception.

New Business

Arlington County Scholarship Fund for Teachers: Dennis moved that ExCom approve Peter Olivere
as a Civic Federation representative on the Board of the Arlington County Scholarship Fund for
Teachers. Anya seconded this motion, and it was approved without exception.

2013 CivFed Survey Results as a Guide for Programming Meetings: Terri reviewed results from a
2013 CivFed survey of delegates and alternates’ priorities for ACCF’S goals in order to provide
guidance on programming for future meetings. She said their top three priorities were:

e Capital Infrastructure & Maintenance,
o Preserving Sense of Space & Investment Priorities (tie)
e Transportation

Terri acknowledged the importance of these priorities to delegates and alternates, but said she had no
immediate suggestions for imaginative programming based on them.

2018 Neighborhood College Spring Session: Duke informed ExCom members that the spring session
of Arlington’s Neighborhood College would begin on April 12, and March 18th was the deadline to
enroll.
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2017-2018 Officers and Executive Committee Members
President Duke Banks
Vice President Matt Wavro
Secretary Dennis Gerrity
Treasurer Sarah Shortall

Executive Committee Chair Terri Prell
Executive Committee Vice Chair Rick Epstein
Executive Committee Member Eric Berkey
Executive Committee Member Anya Gann
Executive Committee Member Nicole Merlene

2017-2018 General Meetings

January 2, 2018 General Meeting (tentative):

7:30 Regular Business

7:40 Arlington County Board

8:50 Old Business

e Vote on Awards Committee Nominees

8:55 New Business

9:00 Adjourn

February 6 General Meeting (tentative):

7:00 Regular Business

7:10 OneVirginia20121 Presentation on Redistricting

8:00 Redistricting Resolution, Panel Discussion and
Vote

8:30 Update on Incorporation and New Bylaws

8:50 Old Business

8:55 New Business

9:00 Adjourn

March 7 General Meeting (tentative):
School Board

April 4 General Meeting (tentative):
Nominating Committee

May 2 General Meeting (tentative):
TBD

June 6 General Meeting (tentative):
Legislative Panel

Election of Officers and ExCom members

2017-2018 Executive Committee Meetings

Executive Committee Meetings are held at Fire Station #2, 4805 Wilson Boulevard. They begin at 6:30 pm.

January 7, 2018
February 11, 2018
March 11, 2018
April 8, 2018

May 6, 2018
June 10, 2018
July 9, 2018

Treasurer's Report

The Treasurer's Report for the period December 1 through December 31 will not be available
until January 1, 2018 or sometime thereafter.
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Why Civic Federation Committees Matter and What They Can Do for You

Have you ever been surprised to discover that something in your neighborhood is changing? Maybe a new
high-rise is going up around the corner, or perhaps school boundaries have changed. It could be your tax
bill is going up, or a new County ordinance now affects your business. Time and time again, folks come to
the Federation only after the change is well under way. By then, it's often too late to make a difference.

The Federation's committees serve to keep such surprises at bay by educating, involving and empowering
our member organizations. Committees educate by hosting speakers from County staff, holding programs,
disseminating information, and fostering discussion. Committees involve our members by providing oppor-
tunities to participate in local and regional commissions and organizations. Committees empower by recom-
mending resolutions to the Federation, which, in turn, can publicize these positions in the community and

with our elected officials.

We strongly encourage every delegate and alternate to serve on at least one committee. If you have an inter-
est in any topic, please contact the chair. If a chair is not listed, contact our President Duke Banks at

duke@civfed.org

Committee

Executive
Awards

Audit
Bylaws
Community Relations
Cultural Affairs
Emergency Preparedness
Environmental Affairs
Housing
Legislation
Membership

911 Scholarships

Nominating

Parks and Recreation

Planning and Zoning

Public Services

Revenues and Expendi-
tures

Schools
Special Events

Transportation

Chair

Terri Prell

Elected at the December 2017

General Meeting
Jay Wind
Sarah Shortall
Nicole Merlene
Chair needed
Jackie Snelling (POC)
John Seymour
Eric Brescia
Ron Haddox
Stefanie Pryor

Stefanie Pryor (POC)

Elected at the April 2018
General Meeting

Michael Thomas
Martha Moore
Jackie Snelling (POC)

Burt Bostwick (POC)

Michael Beer
Joe Pelton

Jerry Auten

10

Email Address

terri@civfed.or

jay@civfed.org
sarah@civfed.org
Nicole@civfed.org

TBD
jackie@civfed.org
john@civfed.org

ericbrescia@civfed.org

ron@civfed.org

membership@civfed.org

Stefanie@civfed.org

michaelthomas@civfed.org

martha@civfed.org
jackie@civfed.org

burt@civfed.org

michaelbeer@civfed.org

Joepelton@civfed.org

jerry@civfed.org
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mailto:jackie@civfed.org
mailto:john@civfed.org
mailto:ericbrescia@civfed.org
mailto:ron@civfed.org
mailto:membership@civfed.org
mailto:Stefanie@civfed.org
mailto:michaelthomas@civfed.org
mailto:martha@civfed.org
mailto:jackie@civfed.org
mailto:burt@civfed.org
mailto:michaelbeer@civfed.org
mailto:Joepelton@civfed.org
mailto:jerry@civfed.org
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Draft Resolution on Fair Redistricting

Whereas the Virginia state constitution currently vests the authority to apportion the
Commonwealth into electoral districts for U.S. House and the Virginia House of Delegates and
Virginia Senate solely in the General Assembly;’

Whereas a substantial majority of Virginians, across regions and political parties, feel that an
independent panel should handle redistricting, not the state legislature;2

Whereas the U.S. constitution mandates House districts with substantially similar numbers of
people (“one person, one vote”) and the Virginia state constitution calls for electoral districts to
be “composed of contiguous and compact territory” and to “give, as nearly as is practicable,
representation in proportion to the population of the district”; (FN1)

Whereas Virginia’s congressional districts have been gauged as among the least compact in
the U.S. by multiple measures;®

Whereas states that have implemented an independent redistricting commission or other non-
partisan process have established significantly more compact districts than those established by
state legislatures or legislative commissions;* and

Whereas the next decennial reapportionment, using 2020 U.S. Census data, is due in 2021 and
any constitutional change in the apportionment process to affect the 2021 redistricting takes 2-3
years and multiple approvals® --

A By the General Assembly in 2018 or 2019

B. By the General Assembly a second time in 2020, and

C. By Virginia voters in November 2020

Be it resolved that the Arlington County Civic Federation urges the General Assembly to pass
legislation to amend the state constitution to transfer the redistricting process from the General
Assembly to an impartial, independent commission. The commission would use objective,
nonpartisan criteria, invite public participation, and be fully transparent. This change will
strengthen the integrity of the election process by removing the ability of politicians to draw
boundaries to their own benefit.

1 Virginia Constitution, Article I, Section 6 - Apportionment

https:/law._lis.virginia. gov/constitution/article2/section6/

2“With Overwhelming Support for Nonpartisan Redistricting, Virginians Are Studying Ways to Make That
Happen”, The Virginia Newsletter, June 2014
https://ceps.coopercenter.org/sites/default/files/Virginia_News Letter 2014 Vol. 90 No_4 0.pdf

® Azavea, “Redrawing the Map on Redistricting 2012”
https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.azavea.com/com.redistrictingthenation/pdfs/Redistricting The Nation_Add
endum.pdf, p. 7

4 Azavea, “Redrawing the Map on Redistricting 2012”
https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.azavea.com/com.redistrictingthenation/pdfs/Redistricting The N
ation Addendum.pdf, p. 10

5 Virginia Constitution, Article XlI, Section 1 - Amendments

https:/law. lis.virginia.gov/constitution/article12/section1/
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Announcements

Important Notice
There is a change of Venue for the January 2, 2018 Membership Meeting

The January 2, 2018 Civic Federation Membership Meeting will be held at 7:30 pum in the Arlington
County Board Room at 2100 Clarendon Boulevard. Go to page 13 of the newsletter for information on
parking at Courthouse Plaza and its vicinity.

Draft Public Engagement Guide: Arlington County would like public comment on a draft public
engagement guide titled: Engage Arlington: A Six-Step DRAFT Public Engagement Guide, which offers a
consistent approach to establishing public engagement processes for various capital projects. Because of the
diversity of capital projects across the County, different projects may require different levels of communication
and engagement. This guide is intended to help identify the appropriate steps for communication and
engagement across the lifecycle of capital projects. This draft integrates feedback from the community and
staff gathered over the last year. The County asks you to take some time to share your feedback on the
current draft from now until January 18, 2018. The County will hold two online engagement sessions to gather
feedback on the new guide on January 9" at 7:30 pm; and January 10" at Noon. Here is a link for
information on the guide, how to submit feedback, and on participating in either of the engagement sessions.
NCAC: The Neighborhood Conservation Advisory will meet beginning at 7:30 pm on Thursday, January
11th, in the Navy League Building at 2300 Wilson Blvd. For information about this meeting, here is a link to
the NCAC website.

Housing Commission: The Housing Commission will meet beginning at 7 PM to 9 pm on Thursday, January
18 in Room 715 2100 Clarendon Blvd. Click here for a link to the Housing Commission’s website.

Planning Commission: The Planning Commission’s Regular January meeting will be held on Tuesday,
January 16 starting 7:00 p.m. Click here for this meeting's agenda a few days before January 17 . The Planning
Commission’s Carryover Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 17th, starting at 7:00 pm Both meetings
will be held in the County Board Room at 2100 Clarendon Blvd

Arlington County Board: The County Board’s Regular January meeting will be held on Saturday, January
27 starting 8:30 am Click here for this meeting's agenda a few days before January 27 . The Board Recessed
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 30th, starting at 3:00 pm Both meetings will be held in the County
Board Room at 2100 Clarendon Blvd.

January CivFed Executive Committee Meeting: The January CivFed Executive Committee Meeting will
be held from 6:30 to 8:30 pMm on Sunday, January 7, 2018 in the community room of Fire Station 2 located at
4805 Wilson Blvd. Delegates and alternates are welcome to attend.

February CivFed Newsletter: The deadline for February newsletter articles is Thursday, January 25.
Newsletters are published approximately 1 week before the meeting.

February CivFed Membership Meeting: CivFed's February Membership Meeting will held at 7:00 pm on
February 6, 2018 in the Hazel Auditorium at the Virginia Hospital Center.

Announcements by Member Organizations: Member organizations that have meetings or events that are of
county-wide interest are welcome to submit them to accfmembership@gmail.com for inclusion on the
Announcement Page on a space available basis.

Disclaimer: The Arlington Civic Federation does not endorse and is not responsible for content, opinion or information
contained in any announcements or linked websites.
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The Civic Voice

Parking at 2100 Clarendon Boulevard
(Courthouse Plaza)

Surface parking in metered spaces on streets and in the large lot on
Courthouse Road across from the Judicial Center is free after 6:00 PM.

Parking in metered spaces in the garage under Courthouse Plaza is free
after 5:00 PM.

Parking in unreserved spaces on Levels 2 and 4 in the garage under
Courthouse Plaza is free. There is signage directing you to Levels 2
and 4, but you are advised to be patient using these signs.

Here are entrances to the garage under Courthouse Plaza:

. There is an entrance on Clarendon Blvd. adjacent to 2200 Clarendon
Boulevard.

. There is also an entrance on Veitch Street just north of 14th Street.

. There is an entrance on 14th street labeled “Hotel”. If you use this
entrance, you will have drive to the other of the garage to find a
place you can park legally.
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