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Why is Amazon Coming to NOVA?



Source: opensecrets.org 



VA Proposal, pg. 208



Terry McAullife’s Letter to Jeff Bezos (pg. 253)



Taxes

VA lowest corporate tax 
rate in region

VA: 6%
MD and DC: 8.5%

65% of VA corporations pay no income taxes
Source: commonwealth institute

Data Centers in VA pay 
no retail sales or use 
taxes 

Amazon owns 5 of the 25 
data centers that receive 
the incentive



The Deal and Accountability



Arlington Resources

Source: VA Proposal, pg. 208



Arlington Resources

Source: VA Proposal, pg. 208



Source: Amazon HQ2 RFP, pg 2

Source: glassdoor.com



Source: VA MOU, pg 24



Accountability 
(VA MOU, pg 11)



Nestle Accountability

Source: Arlington County EDI Agreement, pg. 3

When I made a FOIA request for Nestle’s affidavit 
indicating their progress towards creating the jobs and 
the average salaries – This is what I got: 



Nine pages…all completely redacted



Arlington’s Incentive

• Arlington Incentive: 
$23 million / 15years
(approx. $1.53 mil/year)

• Amazon 
2018 Net Worth: $810 billion
Total Incentive = approx. 000028% of current net worth
(annual $1.53mil =approx .0000018% of current net worth)

• Arlington Budget Shortfall: $20-35 million
$1.53 million = 4.3% - 7.65% of shortfall



Vote the Incentive Down

Nothing changes 
Arlington saves money

Amazon threatens to leave

Sign the petition: tinyurl.com/nohq2incentive



Seattle City Council Members to NYC

“Don’t be the city or state that flinches every time a corporation flexes 
its muscles,” [Teresa] Mosqueda [of the Seattle City Council] said. “You 
have the opportunity that Seattle didn’t,” she added. “We didn’t 
respond fast enough.”

“Our employee hours tax proposal was a threat to Amazon because it 
could be replicated all over the country,” [Lisa] Herbold said. “We 
simply weren’t able to counter the influence of big money on public 
opinion.”

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/jan/07/seattle-lawmakers-warn-new-york-city-about-amazon

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/seattle
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