APPROVED 12 APRIL 2022 · 31 (93.9%) YEA; 2 (6.1%) NAY; 2 ABSTENTIONS
ARLINGTON COUNTY CIVIC FEDERATION
Revenues & Expenditures Committee
Real Estate Assessment and Tax Burden Resolution
April 2022
Whereas by the end of the fourth quarter in each calendar year (CY), Arlington County government can project with
reasonable accuracy the level of increase in real estate assessments for the coming calendar year;
Whereas real estate tax bill increases in Arlington County predominantly arise from increases in a property’s
assessment, producing additional/new revenue to the county even in years when the base tax rate has remained flat
or has been lowered;1
Whereas “Arlington County has one of the highest median property taxes in the United States, and is ranked 40th of
the 3,143 counties in order of median property taxes”2 while at the state level, Virginia tops the list for foreclosure rates
associated with property tax increases;3
Whereas the “overall value of residential real estate” in Arlington has now increased another 5.8% for home
assessments in calendar year 2022; 4
Whereas the average assessed value of existing “single-family” residences (detached/semi-detached, townhouses, coops and condos) increased 1.8% in CY2012, 1.0% in CY2013, 5.3% in CY2014, 6.2% in CY2015, 2.8% in CY2016,
2.3% in CY2017, 3.8% in CY2018, 2.8% in CY2019, 4.2% in CY2020 and 5.6% in CY 2021—with a cumulative
percentage increase in actual dollar cost to homeowners of 55% over 10 years; 5
Whereas the average single-family homeowner has seen his/her real estate tax bill (not including other taxes or fees)
rise from $4,977 in CY2012 to $7,726 in CY2022—and has absorbed a cumulative tax increase, which means the
average homeowner now pays $2,749 more per year in additional taxes than were paid in 2012; 6
Whereas in places with rising home values, rents also tend to increase—with landlords passing along tax increases to
tenants in the form of higher rents7 and “whether residents rent or own, property taxes directly or indirectly impact
almost everyone”;8
Whereas “on average, poor homeowners and renters pay more of their incomes in property taxes than does any other
income group”9 and with a real estate tax that is regressive in nature, owners of “inexpensive houses pay almost 50%
higher eﬀective tax rates than owners of expensive houses”;10
Whereas the highest concentrations of seniors living below the poverty line in Arlington are in ZIP codes 22202, 22203
and 22204 (areas with some of Arlington’s greatest diversity);
Whereas in well over 10 years, Arlington County has not lowered its nominal or base tax rate sufficiently to offset
successive increases in property assessments, meaning that the effective tax rate has risen each and every year over
the past 10+ years;11
Whereas increasing real estate tax bills—via rising assessments and/or the base tax rate—increases housing costs for
all Arlingtonians and makes homeownership and renting less affordable for ALL county residents, especially for those
living on low or fixed incomes;12
Whereas the County Manager proposes to add over 100 new county positions 13 at a time when there are over 400
vacant existing positions (a vacancy rate of at least 10% of the county workforce), 14 whether or not the new positions
can be filled during the fiscal year and with surplus funds the likely result;
Therefore be it resolved that the Arlington County Civic Federation (ACCF) urges the Arlington County Board to
include a provision in its annual budget guidance to the County Manager requiring the manager to take into account
the impact of the effective tax rate increase (i.e., increased assessment plus the nominal/base tax rate) on county
residents—especially vulnerable populations—and businesses in order to balance new spending with reasonable
mitigation of the growing tax burden.
Respectfully submitted,
ACCF Revenues & Expenditure Committee
Supporting members: Suzanne Smith Sundburg (POC), Gerry Auten, Duke Banks, Burt Bostwick, Dixie Duncan, Frank
Emerson, Rick Epstein, Roger Morton, Terry Showman, John Tuohy, John Vihstadt and Tina Worden.
Dissenting member: Juliet Hiznay
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