
Public Services
1. Stormwater management –
• Critical to review flooding potential and stormwater management 

opportunities for all land use, zoning changes and land acquisitions 
• One additional DES position is needed to provide these reviews 

2. Public Health –
• There are geographically identifiable health  inequities
• Arlington should study options to address these inequities through 

neighborhood-based education and services.
• Locations include libraries, affordable housing areas and schools.
• Services include health clinics, DHS individual assistance, and outreach.

3. Public Safety –
• Continuing critical staffing shortage for ACPD officers. 
• Funding from unfilled positions should support retention and recruitment 
• Include consideration of short term non-sworn staff to support officers and 

increase their ability to be in the field in priority areas. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Stormwater management -    At least one additional DES position is needed to ensure that stormwater flooding potential and stormwater management opportunities are considered during zoning and special land use reviews and in all potential land acquisitions. One such position was included in the manager's budget last year.  It is time to include the second needed position now.
 
Public Health – There are serious inequities in public health that are geographically identifiable. Planning should be done now to fund a study with any EOY surplus to address these inequities through neighborhood-based education and services. The study should consider and assess options for neighborhood-based wellbeing services for people living in areas with health disparities. Options to consider should include locations in libraries, affordable housing buildings, and schools. Services to consider include health clinics, and other DHS individual assistance services and outreach.
 
Public Safety – There continues to be a significant critical staffing shortage for ACPD officers. Funding from unfilled positions should be considered to support additional strategies for both retention and recruitment of new officers. There should also be consideration for  using the accruals for funding short term non-sworn staff to support officers and increase their ability to be in the field in priority areas. 




Parks
1. Green Space Equity.
• Access is significant contributor to livability and wellbeing
• There are geographically identifiable inequities
• Green Space Equity goal from CivFed 2021 resolution
• Targeted green space acquisition not in this budget.
• Priority is to include targeted funding in budget, CIP, EOY funding

2. Nature Centers are access to natural spaces and education.
• Education in natural space helps wellbeing and understanding of environment
• Nature Center hours were cut in half serving half of previous user levels
• Cost of restoring the hours is about $29,000 or $45,00 to include adding 

weekend hours
• Priority to restore these hours with funding from the larger parks and nature

related budget. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Feb 2021 the CivFed adopted a resolution calling for the County to improve the equity of access to open green space by accelerating parkland acquisition in areas where there is inequity of access and, specifically, in/near high-density areas where there is significant inequity of access. This goal is also included in the adopted December 2023 County Forestry and Natural Resources Plan. This budget does not include funding targeted at this inequity. Our priority is to plan to include targeted funding through budget, as appropriate in this budget, the CIP, and/or the allocation of surplus funding. Access to green space is a significant contributor to livability and wellbeing and addressing inequities should be a priority that is planned.
 
Access to natural spaces and direct experience and education in natural spaces to understand and appreciate our environment is a critical part of both wellbeing and education for both youth and adults. Arlington is fortunate to have Nature Centers that provide this critical role. The hours that our nature Centers are open has been cut in half with access to about half of the previous user levels. The cost of restoring the hours is about $29,000 or $45,00 to include adding weekend hours, very small in budget terms. We would like to prioritize the restoration of these hours with funding from the larger climate change related budget. 




Planning and Zoning
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