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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES, TUESDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 2025
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MEETING: Arlington County Civic Federation, General Membership Meeting, 9/02/2025 7:00 — 9:00
Hybrid meeting held in-person at the VHC Hazel Auditorium and virtually via Zoom, called via
email invitation, web notification, and Facebook post.

ATTENDANCE: In-Person: Member delegates checked in and were provided a voting ballot.
Zoom: Member delegates registered in advance, and were recorded via Zoom.

CALL TO ORDER: Federation President Nicholas Giacobbe noted the presence of a quorum and called the
meeting to order at 7:04 PM. President Giacobbe led the meeting in reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance.

A motion was made to approve the June 2025 General Membership (GM) Meeting minutes, the motion was
moved, and seconded. The June GM minutes were approved by acclamation.

2025 Candidates Forum: Candidates for four offices came. Nick Giacobbe moderated the County Board and
House of Delegates contests and Todd Truitt moderated the School Board contest. After giving their positions
the candidates answered questions that had already been submitted to them and took questions from the floor.

County Board: Takis P. Karantonis (D), Bob Cambridge (R), Audrey R. Clement (I), Jeramy L. Olmack (1),
Carlos De Castro Pretelt (I)

Fiscal challenges, including high commercial vacancy rates and federal cutbacks, will make next year’s budget
difficult - How will you address these challenges? What would be your priorities in balancing the budget - tax rate

increase or cutting back County services and programs?

Floor: Comprehensive Plan? How will you engage with the ACCF and the community? Which politician do you
admire and which citizen do you admire?

House of Delegates District 1: Patrick A. Hope (D), William J. Moher III (R)

What will you do to improve public transportation reliability, resolve Metro’s chronic funding shortfall, address
dangerous road conditions, and ensure safer infrastructure?

Floor: Will you support a bill to increase rifle purchase age to 21? What can be done at state level to get more police
officers & firemen?



House of Delegates District 2: Adele Y. McClure (D), Wendy K. Sigley (R)

What will you do to improve public transportation reliability, resolve Metro’s chronic funding shortfall, address
dangerous road conditions, and ensure safer infrastructure?

Floor: What will you do to help with childcare? What will you do to replace the 23 million dollars the Feds may cut
off? Will you support legislation to give local governments authority on trees and stormwater?

School Board: Monique A. Bryant, James Vell Rives IV, Major Mike Webb

Do you believe that the APS budget needs to continue to grow to meet educational needs or are you willing to
constrain or reduce the budget to meet next year’s fiscal challenges, and if so, how would you do so? What do you
see as APS' 2 to 3 biggest challenges over the next 5-10 years? At last Spring’s CivFed APS Student panel several
students expressed concerns about the impact of GFE lowering standards - should APS be reconsidering this policy?
Several schools in APS have lost their Title I status, and the extra federal funds that come with such status. How do
you account for this change? How do you see Al affecting APS, including from perspective of students, teachers and
administrators?

Floor: What will you do to reduce the student-teacher ratio? What will you do about school safety?

Old Business: None

New Business:

Fall Picnic: Saturday, September 20, from noon to 4:00 p.m. at the Ft. Scott Pavillion

The meeting adjourned at 9:04 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Allen Norton ( Assistant Secretary ACCF )



